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The Statistics Department Newsletter is now on our web page at:
http.://www.stat.purdue.edu
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A Message from the Department Head

Dear Alumsand Friends:;

This summer the Department held the Seventh
Purdue International Symposium on Statistics
carrying on atradition of bringing outstanding
researchersin the dtatistical sciencesto the Purdue
campus. The conference of exciting lecturesand
workshops lasted nearly aweek (June 19-24,
2003). It was dedicated to the memory of Shanti
Guptawho led the origina sx symposagarting with
thefirst onein 1970. It included atutoria on
microarrays, aworkshop on bioinformatics and
microarrays, aworkshop on multiple comparisons
and mixture modelsfor large data sets, aworkshop
on datistical consultancy and a conference on
satistical decision theory and related topics.

The summer capped the end of thefirst academic
year of leadership of the new Dean for the School
of Science, Jeff Vitter. He presided over afaculty
recruiting season that would ultimately bring five new
faculty to the department for the coming academic
year. The four new assistant professors are Jiashun
Jnfrom Sanford University, Mihails Levinsfrom
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Universty of Pennsylvania, Jongwoo Song from The
Universty of Chicago and Jing Wu from University
of Southern Cdlifornia, LosAngeles, tothe
department for Fall 2003 aswdll asthefull

professor William Cleveland from Bell Labsfor
Spring 2004.

The number of graduate students grew to about 100
for Fal 2003 and fortunately we found room for al
the new faculty and students. The officesin the
Mathematical SciencesBuilding (MATH) were
vacated by the former Purdue University Computing
Center (PUCC), now cdled Information Technology
a Purdue (ITaP). After agreat ded of reshufflingin
the MATH building, thereisroom to house the new
faculty and graduate students. It isgood exercise to
walk around the Department since you haveto goto
the Ground F oor, the Second Foor, the Fourth
Floor, the Fifth Floor and the Tenth Floor of MATH!

Professor Stephen Samuels assumed thetitle
Emeritus Professor this past year and we gill have
the pleasure of his company (dthough lessregularly)
in MATH and by emall.

A part of the newdetter that is most enjoyablefor dl
of usisthe section Alumni News and we are most
grateful to those who send updates about other
aumsaswdl asthemsdves.

Thank you for your support and best wishesto you,

Regards,

Tletey EllernGacke

Mary Ellen Bock




New School of Science Dean

Jeffrey S. Vitter is the Frederick L. Hovde Dean
of the School of Science and Professor of Com-
puter Science at Purdue University in West
Lafayette, Indiana.

From 1993 to 2002, Dr. Vitter was
the Gilbert, Louis, and Edward
Lehrman Professor of Computer
Science a Duke University in
Durham, North Carolina. He served
as Chair of the Department of Com-
puter Science at Duke from 1993-
2001 and as Co-Director and a
Founding Member of Duke's Center
for Geometric and Biological Com-
puting from 1997-2002. Previoudly,
he was on the faculty at Brown
University in Providence, Rhode
Idand, with aB.S. with highest honorsin Mathemat-
icsfrom the University of Notre Dame, aPh.D. in
Computer Science from Stanford University in
Stanford and an M.B.A. from the Fuqua School of
Businessat Duke University.

Dr. Vitter sits on the Board of Directorsof the
Computing Research Association, where he co-
chairsthe Government Affairs Committee.

Dr. Vitter has been named a
Guggenheim Foundation Fellow, a
Fellow of the Association for Com-
puting Machinery, aFellow of the
Ingtitute of Electrica and Electronics
Engineers, aNationa Science
Foundation Presidentid Young
Investigator, a Fulbright Scholar, and
an |IBM Faculty Development
Awardee. He coauthored the books
Design and Analysis of Coalesced
Hashing (Oxford University Press)
and Efficient Algorithms for
MPEG Video Compression (Wiley
& Sons), coedited the collections External
Memory Algorithms and Algorithm Engineering,
and hold patentsin the areas of external sorting,
prediction, and approximate data structures.

2002-03 Traveling Speakers

Michae Black, Purdue University, “ Statistical
IssuesintheDesignand Analysisof Spotted
Microarray Experiments’, August 22, 2002.

Peter Thompson, Wabash College, “ AlImost-
Binomia Approximation of the Poisson-Binomid
Digtribution”, August 29, 2002.

Lillian Rosa, Affymetrix, “ New Statistical Algo-
rithmsfor Monitoring Gene Expressonon
GeneChip ProbeArrays’, September 10, 2002.

SallieK eller-M cNulty, LosAlamos National
Laboratory, “LosAlamosNational Laboratory and
Reliability for the21st Century”, September 12,
2002.

Dina$. Clair, University of California, Davis,
“Dissection of Quantitative Traitsin Plants. from
QTL Mapping to Functional GenomicsAp-
proaches’, September 24, 2002.

JamesO’Malley, Harvard University, “Historical
Controlled Medica DeviceClinicd Trids. Design,
Andysis, and Communicatingwiththe FDA and
Industry”, September 26, 2002.

Hernando Ombao, University of Illinoisat Urbana-
Champaign, “The SLEX Analysisof Non-Stationary
Time Series’, October 3, 2002.



2002-03 Traveling Speakers

William Browning, Applied
Mathematics, Inc., “ SomeAppli-
cationsof Mathematicsin Indus-
try”, October 16, 2002.

Pat M cDonald, New College,
Horida, “Brownian Motion,
Dirichlet Spectrum and Heat
Content”, October 16, 2002.

JacquelineM. Hughes-Oliver,
North CarolinaState Universty,
“Pooling Experimentsfor High
Throughput Screeningin Drug
Discovery”, October 18, 2002.

Sar at Dass, Michigan State
University, “ Edge Detection,
Spatial Smoothingand Image
Recongructionwith Partidly
Observed Multivariate Data’,
October 24, 2002.

Henry U. Bryant and JudeE.
Onyia, Eli Lilly and Company,
“Ogteoporosis. Therapiesand
Useof Array Technology to
Understand Mechanisms’,
October 29, 2002.

J.V. Deshpande, Ohio State
Universty, “Unconditiond Tests
for Modelsof Repairable Sys-
tems’, October 31, 2002.

Russdll Lyons, IndianaUniver-
sity and GeorgiaTech, “ Station-
ary Determinantal Processes
(Fermionic L attice Gases)”,
November 4, 2002.

John Jurrédl, Indiana
Proteomics Consortium, “ The
| ndi ana Proteomics Consortium:
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A Focused, CollaborativeAp-
proach to the Devel opment of
New ProteomicsTools’, Novem-
ber, 15, 2002.

Joel Bader, CuraGen, “Sys-
tems-Level Computationd
Analysisof the Genome, the
Transcriptome, and the
Proteome”, November 12, 2002.

Murray Clayton, University of
Wisconsin, Madison, “ Challenges
in Detecting Spatia Clustering of
Disease”, November 15, 2002.

Ann Hess, Colorado State
University, “Microarray Experi-
ments. Beforeand After the Fold
Change Cdculation”, November
19, 2002.

Jang-Me Wu, University of
[llinois, Urbana-Champaign, “p-
Harmonic Measureand Fatou
Theoremon Trees’, November
18, 2002.

Petruta Caragea, University of
North Carolinaat Chapel Hill,
“Approximate Likelihoodsfor
Spatia Processes,” January 21,
2003.

Michael L evins, University of
Pennsylvania, A New Local
Variance Estimator for Nonpara-
metric Regression”, January 23,
2003.

Seve Smith, Bioinformatics,
NimbleGen Systems,
“MicroArraysfrom Micromirrors
- TheKey to Iterative Experi-

mental Redesign”, January 28,
2003.

Takaki Hayashi, Columbia
Universty, “ Evauating Hedging
Errors. AnAsymptoticAp-
proach”, January 31, 2002.

Wedey O. Johnson, University
of Cdifornia, Davis,
“SemiparametricAFT Modelsfor
Surviva Data’, February 7,
2003.

Jessica Utts, University of
Cdifornia, Davis, “Learning
Introductory Statistics: An
Experiment Comparing Online
and In ClassInstruction”, Febru-
ary 6, 2003.

Chuanhai Liu, Bdll Laboratories,
L ucent Technologies, “ Alternating
Subspace-Spanning Resampling
toAccderateMarkov Chain
MonteCarlo Simulation”, Febru-
ary 7, 2003.

JingWu, University of Cdlifornia,
SantaCruz, “ Computational
Genefinding: ProbabilisticModes
and Statistical Methods’, Febru-
ary 10, 2003.

YaozhongHu, University of
Kansas, “Long Memory Stochas-
ticVolatility”, February 21, 2003.

Amy Ander son, University of
Washington, “GeneMappingona
Pedigreeof Inbred Lines’,
February 25, 2003.



2002-03 Traveling Speakers (cont.)

Srdjan Sojanovic, University of
Cincinnati, “ Optima Momentum
Hedging viaHypoelliptic Reduced
Monge-Ampre PDEsand aNew
Paradigmfor Pricing Options’,
February 28, 2003.

PedroMendez, University of
Utah, “ An I soperimetric Inequal-
ity for Riesz Capacitiesand
Hitting Timesof Symmetric Stable
Processes’, February 24, 2003.

Jeffrey Russdll, University of
Chicago, “Andysisof High-
Frequency Data’, February 25,
2003.

Uri Keich, University of Cdifor-
nia, San Diego, “On Designing
Seedsfor Similarity Searchin
Genomic DNA”, March 3, 2003.

Jonathan Arnold, University of
Georgia, “ Computing Life’,
March 4, 2003.

Kiseop L ee, University of
Louisville,“Hedging Clamswith
Feedback JumpsinthePrice
Process’, March 6, 2003.

MartaWayne, University of
Florida, “ Combining Mapping
andArraying: A Novel Approach
to Candidate Geneldentification”,
March 11, 2003.

John Gardenier, CDC/National
Center for Hedth Statigtics, “In
Search of Best Statistical Prac-
ticesin Research”, March 12,
2003.

Per Mykland, University of
Chicago, “ Satistica Trading of
Options’, March 14, 2003.

Jiyeon Suh, University of lllinois
at Champaign Urbana, “A Sharp
Wesak Typeof Inequality for
MartingdeTransforms’, March
24, 2003.

Jun Liu, Harvard University,
“From Polymer Smulationto
Counting Zero-OneTables’,

March 27, 2003.

JanWehr, TheUniversity of
Arizona, “ Centrd Limit Theo-
rems. From Pasca’sGambling
Escapadesto Conductivity of
Disordered Systems’, March 1,
2003.

Nathan Springer, University of
Wisconsin, “ Applicationsof
OligonuclectideMicroarraysfor
Functional GenomicsinMaize’,
April 2,2003.

Aarti Sriram, BoozAllen
Hamilton, “ Thinking About a
Career in Statistics: What Does
theIndustry Expect Youto
Know?’, April 4,2003.

Jaksa Cvitanic, University of
Southern Cdifornia, “ Revigting
Treynor and Black (1973): An
Intertempora Modd of Active
Portfolio Management”, April 3,
2003.

Rene Carmona, Princeton
Universty, “Multiple Stopping
and Optionswith MultipleAmeri-
can Exercises’, April 3,2003.

Jianfeng Zhang, University of
Minnesota, “ Onthe Sharp Rate
of Numerical Methodsfor De-
generate ODES’, April 3, 2003.

Philip Protter, Cornel Univer-
sity, “Modeing Credit Risk with
Partia Information”, April 3,
2003.

Alexander Gnedin, University of
Utrecht, “ Stick-Breaking Com-
position Structures’, April 7,
2003.

Shankar Subramanian, Univer-
sity of Cdlifornia, San Diegoand
the Salk Ingtitute of Biologica
Studies, Purdue University,
“SystemsBiology: Windowsinto
Tracellular Networks’, April 15,
2003.

William S. Cleveland, Bell
Labs, “ Satigtica Multiplexing:
Math and Stat Take Over the
Internet”, April 23, 2003.

Roger Berger, North Carolina
State University and National
Science Foundation, “ The Exact
Size of the Chi Squared Test for
Comparing Two Binomia Pro-
portions’, April 25, 2003.



Department News (cont.)

Of Special Note
BruceCraigwas elected to the Eastern North American Region (ENAR) Re-
gional Committee. TheENAR RECOM consistsof the Regional Presidents (past,
current, president-elect), Secretary, Treasurer, and six ordinary memberswho are
elected by the Society to servethree-year terms. Theregional committeeisre-
sponsiblefor oversight of theaffairs of theregion and convenesat theAnnual
Regional meeting and any other meeting that is sponsored or co-sponsored by
ENAR. Histermwill beginin January 2004 and extend through December 2006.
Heisaso onthe 2004 ENAR Program Committeefor the upcoming annual
meeting in Pittsburgh on March 28-31, 2004.

Rebecca Doer ge has been promoted to Professor of Statistics.

Jayanta Ghosh - Springer-Verlag has published abook with R. V. Ramamoorthi,
“Bayesian Nonparametrics’. Thebook grew out of acourseon Bayesian
Asymptoticsgiven at Purduein 1994,

Professor Ghosh aso gavethe MahalanobisL ecture at the annual meeting of the
West Benga Council of Science and Technology, aforum supported by the state
government. Thisisthefirst timehehas spoken on sciencein Bengdi, hismother
tongue and alanguage spoken by the seventh largest group of peopleintheworld.
The subject was scientific devel opmentsin thefirst two decades of thiscentury as
seen by agtatistician.

Congratulationsto David M oor efor being included in the Top Ten Outstanding
Teachersfor 2002-03 in the School of Science. Thisisan honor bestowed by the
juniorsand seniorsin the School of Science.

Professor M oor ewasa so awarded with an International Statistical Institute (1S1)
Service Certificate. Theprizeisatoken of thelSl’sappreciation of themany years
of service "above and beyond thecall of duty’ that he hasmadeto the association.
Thecriteriafor potential recipientsinclude service over an extended period of time
andinavariety of leadership roles (or exceptionally for distinguished serviceinone
capacity for atruly abnormal length of time) include, but not limited to, officia posi-



Department News (cont.)

tionsinthelSl, its Committeesand Sections, editorid roles, organization of the
biennial conferenceor Section conferencesand representingthe 1Sl on external

bodies.

Frederi Vienshas been promoted to A ssoci ate Professor of Statistics.

Joining the Department in August 2003

New Faculty

Assistant Professor of Satistics

Jiashun Jin - Dr. Jinreceived hisPh.D. in 2003
from Stanford University. Hisresearchinterests
include Theory: Multiple Comparisons, Asymptotic
Decision Theory, Wavelets, Applications:
Genomics, Functional MRI, Astronomy.

Assistant Professor of Satistics
MihailsLevins- Dr. Levinsreceived hisPh.D.in
2003 from TheWharton School, University of
Pennsylvania. Hisresearchinterestsinclude Non-
parametric Regression, Density Estimation, Appli-
cationsof Nonparametric Statisticsin Financial
Economics, Marketing and Operations Research.

Assistant Professor of Statistics

Jongwoo Song - Dr. Song received hisPh.D. in
2003 from The University of Chicago. Hisresearch
interestsinclude Statistical Genetics, Microarray
DataAnalysis, Image Recognition, Numerical
techniquesfor large data sets.

Assistant Professor of Satistics

JingWu - Dr. Wuisapost-doc fellow, Howard
HughesMedicd Ingtitute, working with Dr. David
Hausd er on multi-speciesgenome comparisonsat

University of California, SantaCruz. Shereceived
her Ph.D. inApplied Mathematicsfrom the Univer-
sty of Southern Cdifornia, LosAngelesin Decem-
ber, 2001. Her researchinterestsinclude Inference
for Molecular Sequence Data: Coalescent Meth-
ods, Ancestral Inference, Population Genetics.

Visiting Faculty

Visiting Professor

Tapas Samanta - Dr. Samantareceived hisPh.D.
fromthelndian Statistical Ingtitute, Calcutta, in
1990. Hisresearchinterestsinclude Asymptotic
Theory, BayesanAnayss, DataAndyss.

Visiting Assistant Professor

Jiyeon Suh - Dr. Suhreceived her Ph.D. in May,
2003. Her researchinterestsinclude Probability and
Andyss.

Visiting Lecturer

Joan Brenneman - Ms. Brenneman received her
M.S. from Montana State University. Her research
interestisinsampling.



Department News (cont.)

Bioinformatics Seminar Series

by Rebecca Doerge
Professor of Statistics and Agronomy

Bioinformaticswas well represented in the

Seventh Symposium on Statistics, Workshop A
(June 19-20). The main focus of the workshop was
bioinformatics and microarrays and aimed to bring
both gtatisticians and biologists together for the
purpose of learning the latest in sequencing analysis
methodology, databasing, and statistica analysis. As
an evolving science, bioinformaticsis defined asthe
generation, organization, and andysis of biologica
data (initidly genomic), bioinformatics encompasses
al biologica phenomena. Not only isbioinformatics
avita support network for existing scientific
investigations, it isalso argpidly changing,
increasingly rich discipline marked by some of the
most cregtive advancesin biology. One of the most

interesting and exciting advances includes microarray

technologiesthat alow the smultaneous
investigation of potentialy every geneinan
organism. The contributions of Satisticians
to the analysis of microarray data have had
aggnificant impact onthe

biologica community. The purpose of this
workshop was to build upon a deeply
rooted foundation of statistical and
Quantitative geneticsin order to identify
new and upcoming ideasin bioinformatics
(including microarrays).

Preceding the workshop was ahalf day
tutorid on microarray anadyss, taught by
Professors Bruce Craig and Rebecca
Doerge. Thistutoria introduced the main
concepts surrounding the two most common
microarray technologies, the cDNA

spotted microarray and the oligonucleotide array,
and the data that are produced. It was directed

towards both biologists and statisticians wanting to
become moreinvolved in thisexciting fied.

Thefocus on Bioinformatics at Purdue continues
with the Department of Statistics continual support
and organization of the Bioinformatics Seminar
Series. What was once a fledging effort has now
taken on alife of its own with an audience of 50-
100 people (undergraduate, graduate, staff and
faculty) each week. Past and current seminar
speakers and topics can be found at
www.stat.purdue.edu/~doerge.

R. Doerge and M. Black (Ph.D., 2002)



Department News (cont.)

Computational Finance
by Professor FrederiViens

Associate Professor of Statistics and Mathematics

Frederi Viens continued
as coordinator of Purdue
Univerdty's
Computationa Finance
Program, inwhich the
Statistics Department isa
leading component. The
enrollment inthe Master’s
Programin Saigicswith
aComputationd Finance
Specidization attracted adozen new sudentsin Fll
2002, and nearly as many new Math students. The
restructuring of the program, which began in 2000,
continues to show positive effects on the qudity of
the students’ education. Frederi Viensand

Seongj 0o Song organized the weekly
Computationa Finance Seminar in the Spring of
2003, which gathered awide variety of invited
gpeskers from mathematics, statistics, engineering,
business, finance, and economics. Some of the guest

speakersincluded: Maria Cristina Mariani,
Universidad de BuenosAires; Takaki Hayashi,
Columbia Universty; Yaozhong Hu, University of
Kansas, Jeffrey Russdll, University of Chicago;
Srdjan Sojanovic, Universty of Cincinnati;
Kiseop Lee, University of Louisville; Per
Mykland, University of Chicago; and Ziyu Zheng,
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. Thisyear’s
“Big Computationd Finance Event” was organized
by Frederi Viens. Thefirst Purdue Mini-
symposium on Financid Mahematics, held on April
3, 2003, gathered two of the country’s most
prominent specidigtsin thefield, Jaksa Cvitanic,
Department of Mathematics and Department of
Economics, University of Southern Cdifornia, and
Rene Carmona, Operations Research and
Financid Engineering, Princeton Universty. It aso
featured two young specidigts, Jianfeng Zhang,
University of Minnesota, and Oana M ocioalca,
Purdue Universty.

Computing Facilities
by Doug Crabill
Computer Systems Administrator

Upgrades abound.

WEe ve purchased 19
new 2.8 Ghz PC'swith
19" flat panel LCD
monitorsto upgrade and
expand the equipment in
our student computer
labs. New computer
labswill beopening in
Math 507 and Math
G175, anewly acquired
space for student
offices. A new dual Athlon server hasaso been
purchased, to act as a dedicated webserver. It

should alow usto improve web performance and
provide new features like aweb-based mail reading
interface. A new computer rack has been purchased
to dlow usto ingta |l rackable computer equipment in
our 5th floor machine room where spaceisat a
premium. Our primary Windows 2000 fileserver has
been upgraded with anew raid controller and three
180 GB hard drives. We ve purchased five more
laptops for ingtructiona use by courseingtructors.
Last but not least, We will dso be adding anew
Windows 2003 Termina Services server to help
provide the functionality previoudy offered by
WTSCI, the Schoal of Science Windows terminal
server.



Department News (cont.)

Statistical Consulting Service (SCS)
http://www.stat.purdue.edu/consulting
by Craig Johnson
Director of STATCOM

Satistics in the Community (STATCOM)

Satisicsin the Community
(STATCOM) isa
community outreach
organization withinthe
Department of Statistics.
Graduate students
participating in STATCOM
volunteer their timeto
provide free satistical
conaulting to governmenta
and nonprofit groupsin Indiana. Thiscould include
schools, government agencies, health centers,
homeless shelters and advocacy groups, libraries,
adult learning centers, and other agenciesand
organizations. As part of the Department’s
Satistical Consulting Service, STATCOM is
directed and staffed primarily by graduate students.

Nels Grevstad (M.S., 2001; Ph.D., 2003)
founded STATCOM during the 2001-2002 school
year. Craig Johnson, aPh.D. student, succeeded
Nels asdirector. Another Ph.D. student, John
Sevens, currently serves as Associate Director.
Regina Becker and Teena Seele, both full-time
gaff membersin the Department, assist with the
operation of STATCOM. Regina servesasan
advisor, ensuring continuity over time. Teenaworks
asasecretarid assstant for STATCOM. Graduate
student volunteers staff dl other leadership positions.

STATCOM provides avauable serviceto the
community. Organizations served by STATCOM
have aneed for statistical advice and expertise, but
budgetary redtrictions prevent many of them from
hiring consultants. These clients are provided with
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services from skilled Purdue University students free
of charge.

Graduate students who participate in STATCOM
receive many benefits. The ability to effectively
express statistical conceptsto othersisacrucia skill
that benefits sudents throughout their careers.
STATCOM consultants enhance their
communication skillsthrough discussing satistica
concepts and results with individuals of varied
backgrounds and interests. Recent Purdue
graduates entering the work force have been asked
about their group projects and consulting
experiences. Student contributorsto STATCOM
work as part of ateam to addressrea problems
faced by locd organizations. Thisactivity
supplements the solid academic training acquired in
the classroom. STATCOM'’steam-based paradigm
supplements the cooperative learning environment
common to studentsin the Department of Statistics.
STATCOM consultants a so receive intangible but
red satisfaction asthey reach out to othersand
sharetheir knowledge and skills. In addition,
STATCOM providesyet another link between
Purdue University and the surrounding community.
This provides long-term benefits that impact both
present and future students at Purdue.

Studentsin the Department of Statistics participate
in three diginct and complementary forms of
conaulting. The Statistical Consulting Service (SCS)
provides service to members of Purdue’s academic
community. The Technica Assstance Program
(TAP) fadilitates free consulting for companiesin
Indiana. STATCOM fillsaniche not covered by
these two services, sinceit exclusvely serves



Department News (cont.)

nonprofit groups not affiliated with Purdue
Universty. SCS, TAP, and STATCOM 4l provide
consulting service a no cogt to their clients.

STATCOM consultantswork with clientsin teams
of three or four. Veteran students are matched with
others of less experience. Thisstructure alows new
graduate students to successfully contribute to
STATCOM without taking al the courses required
to consult for SCS. The system naturally fosters
mentoring within project groups. Groupsare
reassigned for each project, so consultants learn
from many peers.

After aclient requests servicesfrom STATCOM, a
team of consultants meetswith the client to discuss
their needs. The consultants evaluate the scope of
the study and provide appropriate service. When
the project is completed, the client is presented with
areport summarizing STATCOM'sfindings.

Feedback from clients has been very postivein the
past.

Over the past year, STATCOM hasbeeninvolved in
many projectsfor both government and civic
organizations. STATCOM helped study the impacts
of the gate tax funding formulaon aschoal didtrict.
Another district used STATCOM to eva uate and
improve one of their intervention programs. Severd
nonprofit organizations used STATCOM to design
or andyze surveys. Design objectivesincluded
reducing nonresponse, smplifying analysis of the
results, and gaining a better understanding of the
needs of the peoplethey serve.

I nterested students from any department a Purdue
should apply to serve as a consultant. Nonprofit
community organizationsin need of consulting
services are encouraged to apply. For more
information, contact Craig Johnson viae-mail a
statcom@stat.purdue.edu.

STATEMENT ON STOCHASTICS

by Professor FrederiViens
Associate Professor of Statistics and Mathematics

Frederi Viensled severa
effortsto increase the visbility
of Purdue University, the
Statigics Department in
particular, in the area of
StochasticAndysis.

AMS Special Session on
Sochadtics

With co-organizer Jin Ma (Professor, Purdue
Department of Mathematics), Frederi Viens
brought together two dozen specidistsinthefield at
the American Mathematica Society’s Centra
Sectiond Meeting in Bloomington, IN, April 4-6,

2003, in that conference’s specia sesson on
“StochasticAndysswith Applications’. Thetaksat
the conference ranged from infinite-dimensond
stochastics, including stochastic PDEs, theory of
diffusion processes, interacting particle systems,
theory of stochastic integration, including fractiona
Brownian motion, to financial mathematics. The
specia session drew speakers from around the
globe, with five keynotes speakers. (Philip Protter
(Cornell), Jaksa Cvitanic (USC), P.-L. Chow
(Wayne State U.), Tom Kurtz (U. Wisconsin,
Madison), and Ty Duncan (U. Kansas)). Purdue
was represented by six speakers, with other Purdue
probabilists attending, including many Ph.D.
students. The organizers were ableto dlow severd
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Department News (cont.)

young probabiliststo present their work in an
environment conducive to heping them make useful
contacts.

Recruiting Siochastic Graduate Sudentsin Paris

Professor Vienstraveled to Paris, France, under
Purdue’' s New Recruiting Initiative grant from the
Office of the Dean of the Graduate Schoal, in an
effort to inform France's best mathematics students
about the possibilities of pursuing graduate degrees
related to Probability and Stochastic Andlysis a
Purdue. France arguably has the students with the
best preparation and potentia for Ph.D. work in
stochastics. Professor Viens gavetaks at the
following universties, which are among thetop
French schoolsfor probability: University of Paris6
(Jussieu), University of Paris 13 (Villetaneuse),
Ecole Nationae Superieure des
Telecommunications, Ecole Centrale de Paris, and
Ecole Polytechnique. The students feedback
promisesto

result in severd excdlent recruitmentsfor the
Statistics and Mathematics PhD programs.
Professor Viens stressed that the job prospects are
often better with a Statistics degree than with other
degrees where stochasticsis aresearch option.
Professor Vienswas accompanied in thistrip by a
graduating Computational Finance M S studernt,
Rahul Desai, who lauded the meritsof Purdue's
Computational Finance program; the Quantitative
Finance theme, in particular, is one which should
attract many French students.

Sudentstravel to French Probability Summer
School

A hdf-dozen Purdue Statistics and Mathematics
Ph.D. students and visiting assstant professors
traveled to the 33rd Probability Summer School in
Saint-Four, France from July 7-23, 2003, where
they profited from three 15-hour coursesin
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probability and statistics by the world's very best
researchersin each of three themes. They were
among agroup of 75 participants from Europe

and around the world, including world-renowned
probabilists, brilliant young researchers, and eager
and promising graduate students. Thisenvironment is
reputed to be the best place for graduate students
and postdocs to make career-lasting and job-
creating contacts. Many probabilists believe that the
best contemporary and influentid researchin
probability is presented within any five-year period
at this summer school. Professor Viens, who
sharesthis belief, secured a Purdue Integrated Study
Abroad Program grant to support severa
Mathematics and Statistics graduate sudentsto
travel to the Summer School. At thetimethisarticle
was written, the School wasin session and
Professor Viens reported the Purdue students and
young researcherswere“loving it!” Purdue had
seven participantsin Saint-Flour, including severd
who will be giving short talks at the school, making it
thelargest non-Parisian group of probabilistsin
Sant-Hour, strengthening Purdue sworld vishility in
probability and stochastics. Severd of the Purdue
participants planned to travel to another two-week
summer conference in Probability, immediately after
the end of the Saint-Four Summer School: the
Summer Program Probability and Partid Differentid
Equationsin Modern Applied Mathematics, at the
Ingtitute for Mathematics and Applications a the
Universty of Minnesota

Weddings

Aarti Sriram (M.S., 2002) and Rastidav Ivanic
weremarried on May 17, 2003.

David Annis(M.S., 2001; Ph.D., 2003) and
| zabela Soltys (M .S., 2001) were married Octo-
ber 18, 2003.



Department News (cont.)

New Arrivals

Meng-Rong Lee (M.S., 1998 ) and Markus
Bachmann (Ph.D., 1998) had their second
daughter, Sabine, who arrived on January 9, 2003.

EricChicken (M.S,,1993; Ph.D., 2001) and his
wife, Rebecca, arethe proud parentsof ababy girl,
Annabel, born July 2002.

PingMa (M.A., 2001; Ph.S., 2003) and his
wife, Wenxuan Zhong (M.S., 2002; Working on
Ph.D.) haveanew son, Terry Tians Ma, born June
18, 2003.

Tadd Colver and hiswife, Carol, arethe proud
parentsof their new daughter, Gabriella.

YungingLi (M.S., 2002) and her husband, Bin
Yao, had ababy boy, Leo, August 11, 2003.

Naomi (M.S., 1994) and Rich Benz
(M.S.,1994), arevery proud of their new daughter,
Maria Grace, born September 14, 2003.

Nathan Spencer Johnsonisthenew sonof Craig
Johnson and hiswife Laura. Hewasborn Septem-
ber 19, 2003.

Betsy Hughesand her husband, Brett, arethe
proud parents of their new son, Xander, born
October 7, 2003.

Rebekah Reysen and her husband, Matthew, had
their second daughter, Ember Noelle, on November
26, 2003.

Deaths

Professor JoeAustin (M.S., 1968) passed away
May 10, 2001.

Professor Jean Rubin passed away on October
25, 2002. Shewasthewife of Professor Herman
Rubin.

Professor Carl Frederick K ossack, former Head
of the Department of Mathematicsand Statistics,
Purdue University, passed away on October 1,
2002.

New Face in the Department

Rebekah Reysen isaSecretary 111. Shejoined
the department in September 2002 and works part-
time

Job Search Network

If you havejob information that youwould liketo
includein our web Site, pleasee-mail thejob an-
nouncement to stat-jobs @stat. purdue.edu.
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Memorial Lectures

Myra Samuels Lecture

The 2003 Myra Samuel s Lecture was presented on
Friday, June 20, 2003, by Professor Rob Tibshirani,
Department of Health Research & Policy and Depart-
ment of Statistics, Stanford University. Thetitle of the
addresswas" Least Angle Regression, Forward
StagewiseandtheLasso”. Thelectureswerefounded
inmemory of Dr. MyraSamuelswho worked for
many yearsin the Statistics Department and wasan
Associate Professor in Veterinary Pathobiology at the
timeof her death. TheMyraSamuelsBiogtatistics
Fund provides support for theselectures.

Student News

[.W. Burr Award

Thisaward was established in 1974 upon theretirement of thelate Professor Irving W. Burr, an eminent
statistician who taught at Purduefor nearly 35 years.

For astudent to recelve thisaward, (s)he should have completed or
nearly completed thePh.D. in statistics. Thecriteriafor selection
are: 1) Promiseof contribution to the profession asevidenced by
academic excellencein coursesand examsand by the quality of the
thesi sresearch and 2) Excellencein teaching or consultingwhileat
Purdue.

Therecipient of the 2003 I. W. Burr award wasNels Grevstad,
and the award was presented by Dean Jeffrey Vitter. Nelswas
bornin Seattle, Washington. Hereceived hisB.S. from the Univer-
sity of Washingtonin 1996, and an M.S. in Mathematical Statistics
from Purduein 2000. Hisareaof researchis Statistical Analysisof
Medica Images. Heenjoysplaying thebanjo, bicycling and
playing soccer. Heisamember of both the American Statistical
Association and the I nstitute of Mathematical Statistics. Hewas
awarded hisPh.D. inAugust of 2003 under the guidance of hismajor professor, Professor Chong Gu.
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Student News (cont.)

V. L. Anderson Scholarship and School of Science Outstanding
Achievement Award

TheV. L.Anderson Scholarship isawarded to an undergraduate student who shows promise of contrib-
uting to statisticsand itsapplications. Thescholarshipisinhonor of Virgil Andersonwhorretired fromthe
Department of Statisticsin December 1986 after nearly 36 years.

Jennifer Kowall wastherecipient of the2003 V. L. Anderson Scholarship. Bornin Chicago, Illinois,
sheentered Purduein Fall, 2000. Her hobbiesare sportsand travelling. She belongstoAlphaPhi
Omega (aco-ed servicefraternity) and Phi KappaBeta. Her expected date of graduationfor the B. S.
DegreeisMay 2004, asaM athematics and Stati stics M g or with Management and Environmental
Scienceminors. Shea sointerned asan actuary at Towers Perrin this past summer.

L. J. Cote M. S. Excellence in Statistics

E— Thisawardisin honor of LouisJ. Cotewho retired

- from the Department of Statisticsin Juneof 1991. The
student receiving thisaward will obtainan M.S.in
applied satistics. Thecriteriafor selection arethe
quditiesrequired of an applied statistician: 1) Technica
skill asevidenced by course performance, faculty
evaluation, and performanceonthefina M.S. Examina-
tionand 2) Skill in consulting and communication,
normally evidenced by excellencein supervised consult-
ing or, secondarily, inteaching.

Professor Emeritus Cote and Dean Jeffrey Vitter
presented the 2003 L. J. Cote M. S. Excellencein
Statisticsaward to Tom Aliff. Tomwasbornin
Merillville, Indiana. Hereceived hisB.S.inMath-
ematics/Statisticsin 2001 from Purdue. Heentered
PurdueinAugust 1997. Herecelved hisM.S.in
Applied Statisticsin May 2003, and was advised under
Professor Rebecca Doer ge. Heisamember of the American Statistical Association. Tom enjoysmaking
music and playing sports.
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Student News (cont.)

Outstanding Classroom Teaching by a Teaching Assistant

Teaching Ass stantscontribute substantialy to
theteaching mission of the Department of
Statistics. Thefaculty of the department has
established an annual award to recognize
serviceto the department and to students
through outstanding classroom teaching of
Satisticsby aTeachingAssistant.

The Spring 2003 award was presented by
Dean Jeffrey Vitter to Brad Johnson. Brad
wasborninMoline, lllincisandlivedin
Winnipeg, Canadafrom 1972101999. He
received both the B.Sc. (Statistics, 1997) and
M.Sc. (Statistics, 1999) fromthe University
of Manitoba. He entered Purduein 1999.

Probability ishisareaof research. Heenjoysplaying theguitar and fiddle, specifically playing mostly
bluegrassandtraditional Irishmusic. Heisamember of both the American Statistical Associationand the
Ingtitute of Mathematical Statistics. HeexpectstoreceivehisPh.D. in 2004. Hismajor professor is

Professor Tom Sellke.

Glen E. Baxter Award

The Glen E. Baxter Memoria Fund was estab-
lishedin 1983 by family and friends of Professor
Baxter shortly after the death of thisgifted teacher-
scholar. Theannual proceedsfromthefund are
used to award scholarshipsto honor undergradu-
ate studentswho have demonstrated excellencein
mathematics. Therecipientsof theaward are
selected by acommittee of professorsfromthe
Departments of Mathematicsand Statistics.

The 2003 recipients of the Glen E. Baxter Award
areChristopher MathesConnor and Jar ed
Ray Huckstep.

Christopher and Jared arefollowing programs of
study, leading to baccal aureate degreesinthe
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Mathematical Sciences. Itisgoodto beableto
report that thismemoria awardissmply thelatestin
asuccession of honorsthat have been accorded
these splendid young scholars.

Moreover, both have made excellent use of the
opportunitiesthat the University hasmadeavailable
tothem. Christopher’splan of study featuresthe
Honorscoursesin Mathematics, aminor in Philoso-
phy (towhichfield Christopher may ultimately
migrate), and astrong language component (French,
Arabic, German). Displayingthemusicd aptitude
seemingly inherent in many studentsto themath-
ematical arts, hehas, fromtimetotime, playedthe
banjo, however, thisaffliction currently appearsto
beinremisson.



Student News (cont.)

Jared hasresponded to the call to be ateacher of junior, hewaselected to membershipin Phi Beta
Mathematics, and, thus, heisfollowing the Math- Kappa, asignal honor, indeed.
ematics Education curriculum. Hehasserved both

the Mathemati cs Department and the School of Intheir post-collegiate years, both Jared and
Education asan Undergraduate TeachingAssistant;  Christopher havethe potentia to accomplish many
hehasserved hisfraternity in several important good works, and it seems safeto predict that this
assignments, and he'san activemember of thelocal ~ potentia will befulfilled. Itisapleasureto render to
faith community. In February of thisyear, asa Mr. Connor and Mr. Huckstep thishonor inthe

name of adistinguished educator, Glen E. Baxter.

School of Science Outstanding Senior Award

The 2003 winner of the School of Science Outstanding Achievement Award for
SatisticsisHaizhi Lin. Haizhi isfromBeijing, P. R.China. Heisamember of
theMathematicsclub. Hishonorsand awardsincludetheLincoln Nationa Life
Scholarship, Semester Honorsand the Dean’sList. He continueshiseducation
ingraduate school.

Actuarial Science Awards CIGNA Scholarships; Juan Ricardo, Arroyo
Yap, Lauren Coleman, Kristoffer Erickson,
TheActuarial ScienceAwardsarefunded by the Devin Gardner, Andrew Howard, Sebastian
Lincoln Financial Group, the Trustmark Corpora- Kleber, Michael Knowles, Jennifer Kowall,
tion, TowersPerrin Insurance, CIGNA Insurance, ~ Haizhi Lin, Kelly O’'Brien, Jeanette Roell,

and aumni donations. They are awarded to out- Vikas Shah, Mary Weise, David _
standing Juniors, Sophomoresand Freshmenonthe ~ Weissenborn, Justin Welliver, Zachary White
basisof academic performance, actuaria exams and Casey Wright, CIGNA Exam Awards.

passed, and extracurricular activities,

Actuaria Scienceisan undergraduate program
jointly administered by the Department of Statistics
and the Department of Mathematics. The Director
isRichard Penney, Professor of Mathematics. The
following studentswereawarded scholarshipsthis
year: Sebastian Kleber and Jeanette Rodll,
Lincoln Scholarship; Trustmark Scholarship; Vikas
Shah, Trustmark and Towers-Perrin Scholarships;
JuanArroyo Yap, Towers-Perrin Scholarships;

Devin Gardner and David Weissenborn, Vikas Shah, Jeannette Roell, Juan Arroyo Yap and
Director, Richard Penney.
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Student News (cont.)

Ph.D. student NelsGrevstad wasawarded the STATCOM Community
ServiceAward. STATCOM wasfounded by Nelsin 2002. STATCOM
received a$1500 grant from the Student Grant Program for Community
Service, administered through Purdue' s Office of Engagement. Currently there
are 6 graduate student consultantsinvolved inthe program.

STATCOM isacommunity outreach program provided to the greater

L afayette areaby graduate studentsin the Department of Statitics. The
program offers, free of charge, to non-profit community organi zationsthe
expertise of statisticsgraduate studentsinthe areas of datacollection, organiza-
tionandinterpretation.

STATCOM wasborn out of adesireto enhance the existing partnership between Purdue University and the
community at large, thereby positively impacting the qudity of lifeinthearea. Potentia recipientswho
benefit from STATCOM serviceinclude, but arenot limited to, organi zations such as: schools, government
agencies, health centers, homel ess sheltersand homel ess advocacy groups, libraries, adult learning centers
aswell asother agenciesand organizations.
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Ph.D. student Joe Nolan wasone of several graduate studentson campus
who has compl eted his Graduate Teacher Certificate through the Preparing
Future Faculty Program. Thisprogram, whichisadministered by the Center
for Instructional Excellence, isdesigned to ass st graduate studentsin devel op-
ing their teaching skillsand to document their teaching experiences. Hewas
honored at the* Celebration of Graduate Student Teaching” banquet held April
17, 2003.

M.S. student, Elizabeth Miceli Hughes, wasone of the* 2003
Graduate Student Honorees’ for the University Celebration of Graduate
Student Teaching. Shereceived an engraved plaguerecognizing her
contributionsat abanquet held on April 17, 2003.



Student News (cont.)

Ph.D. student Dachuang Cao wasawarded atravel grant from the \WWomen
in Science Programs. Acquiring thisgrant invol ved winning out over alot of
competition. Thisgrant will assst Dachuang in advancing her professional
development.

Ph.D. student Olga Vitek received the Charlie Sampson Poster Award given
at the 26th annual Midwest Biopharmaceutical Statistics\Workshop, Ball State
University, Muncie, Indiana. Thisaward isgiven to the student whose poster
wasjudged best on content, originality and contribution to biopharmaceutical
issues.

Teaching Assistantships and Fellowships for 2003-2004

Thefollowing new studentsfor 2003-2004 have been awarded teaching assi stantshipsand fellowshipsin
the Department of Statigtics:

David Ander son (University of Wisconsin College), JohnnaAnder son (MontanaTech/University of
Montana), Shane Cline (University of Toledo-Ohio), Elsie Grace (Purdue University), Jason Hatfield
(CdiforniaState University, Chico), Andreana Robertson (University of Kentucky), L el Shu (South
ChinaUniversity of Technology), VladimireAlexisTobar Solano (Universidad De Cuenca), Nikita
Valeryevich Fouzov (M oscow Aviation Institute).
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Recent Graduates

ﬁ
Messan Amewou-Atisso (JayantaGhosh) Bayesian
Analysis of Semiparametric Regression Problems

Doctorates

Michael Black (RebeccaW. Doerge) Satistics
Issuesin the Design and Analysis of Spotted
Microarray Experiments

Leming Qu (Mary Ellen Bock) On Semiparametric
Regression via Wavel ets

August 2002 Graduates

Masters
Specialization in Applied Statistics

YungingLi
AnetaVaova
Suk Young Yoo

Masters
Specialization in Mathematical Statistics

YdiLiu

December 2002 Graduates

Masters
Specialization in Applied Statistics

KyleRandolph Hinsz
Yi-RuHuang
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Student News (cont.)

May 2003 Graduates

Masters
Specialization in Mathematical Statistics

LinglingAn
Riyan Cheng
PangDu
NilupaGunaratna
ZhengiangLu
Junyong Park
PengZeng

Masters
Specialization in Applied Statistics

TomAlliff
BoHu
Craig Johnson
Wen-Ching Tsai
JnEunYoo

Masters
Specialization in Computational Finance

YuQin

Doctorates

Lin Chen (ThomasM. Sellke) On Some Empirical
Bayes and Statistical Selection and Ranking
Procedures

Young Ju Kim (Chong Gu) Smoothing Spline
Regression: Scalable Computation and Cross
Validation

August 2003 Graduate
Doctorate

Ping Ma(Chong Gu) Nonparametric Mixed-
Effect Models

Nels Grevstad (Chong Gu) Satistical Analysisof
Medical Images

Jingyuan Wang (Chong Gu) Penalized Likelihood
Density Estimation: Cross Validation and Some
Small Theories
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Student News (cont.)

Bachelors
Cody Cook

JohnGalvin
ElseGrace
Aaron Kock
Christopher Manhart
Kely O Brien
KylaO’ Rourke
Jeffrey Radabaugh
Cortney Romeil
Jennifer Rosemary
Karl Streiff

Kevin Thompson
JugtinWelliver

News from the Graduate Student Organization (GSO)
By Tadd Colver

It ishard to believe that
another year has gone by
dready andit'stimeto
say goodbye to those
sudentsleaving the
department for bigger
and better positions. We
will definitely missthem
and their contributionsto
the great environment
that we have herein the

department.

We started the 2002-2003 year off with the addition
of 29 new students, one of the largest groups ever.
With this group, we implemented a new student
mentoring program which is designed to help the
incoming students adjust to the department during
their first few weeks. In the program, each of the
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new studentsisassigned one senior Statistics
graduate student asamentor. The mentor isthen
available to answer questions, or to provide help
with anything the new student may need, and also
takes them to lunch during the first week of classes.
We grestly appreciate the many volunteersthat are
willing to help as mentorsthisfirs yesr.

With the mentoring program in full swing, we sarted
off the Fall semester with apool side picnic at the
home of Steve and Joan Samuels. A barbecue
and homemade dishes provided anice warm
welcometo the incoming students aswell as gave
them a chance to meet the current sudents, faculty
and staff. After lunch, many of the students took
advantage of the wonderful weather and hiked to
Prophet’s Rock. Others mingled and chatted, while
those who brought svimming gear enjoyed the poal.
It was agrest way to end the summer before the
busy school year began.



Student News (cont.)

Thisyear’sFall GSO meetings featured professors
from our department while the Spring meetings
featured severa graduate students. The speakers
for the fall were Professors Jun Xie (“Protein
Motif Alignment: An Approach to Explore the Roles
of Transcription Factors’), Rebecca Doerge
(“Introduction to Quantitative Trait Loci (QTL)
Location”), Stephen M. Samudls (“ The Golden
Age of Secretary Problems’), and Frederi Viens
(“Internship and Job Opportunitiesin Computationa
Finance”). For the Spring we
had Nels Grevstad (“Image
Alignment with Thin-Plate
Splines’), Brad Johnson (*On
the distribution of increasing k-
sequencesin random
permutations’), and 2002
graduate Aarti Sriram
(“Thinking About a Career in
Satistics: What Doesthe
Industry Expect You to
Know?’) from Booz Allen
Hamilton.

Additionally, each year the GSO invites a speaker
from another university to cometo Purdueto givea
lecturein the spring. Thisyear wewere pleased to
have as our invited guest Professor Jun Liu from
Harvard University. With abrief bresk for apizza
luncheon, Professor Liu spent most of the day
with numerous students who were anxious to discuss
their research with him. Theday culminated with a
lecture by Professor Liu on *From Polymer
Simulation to Counting Zero-One Tables’ &t the
Statistics Research Colloquia Seminar. After the
lecture, Professor Liu’svisit ended with dinner at
the Great Wall chinese restaurant accompanied by
many of the graduate students.

The GSO aso made time for somefun socid
activities. Inthe Fdl, abowling night was held at the
bowling aley in the Purdue Memorid Union. A

J. Samuels, S. Sellke and C. Han

movie night featuring the French film “Amelie” was
held for al to enjoy! Inthe Spring, the students got
to choose which movies would be shown, and there
was agreat turnout for the second movie night which
featured the films“Run LolaRun” and “ Sweet Home
Alabamd’.

The school year ended with our Spring GSO picnic
at Happy Hollow Park. Amidst the showers and
thunderstorms throughout April, we managed to
catch aday with nearly
perfect weather, and again a
barbecue and homemade
dishes. After lunch we had
an egg hunt for the children,
followed by the older
tradition of a Student vs.
Faculty/Staff softbal game.
The Faculty/Staff werefirgt
at bat and took an early lead
inthefirg two innings.
However, the students
managed to raly and nearly
tied up by the end of the 3rd
inning. Unfortunately, the students couldn’t keep
ther raly going and fell victim to the constant
barrage of hitsthat the Faculty/Staff team provided.
With three up and three out in the bottom of the 5th
inning, the Faculty/Staff team held on for the win.
Thank you to al who participated, and
congratulations to the winners.

Inthe end, it was an enjoyable year and we givea
wholehearted “thank you” to al who participated in
making our events a success. We look forward to
bigger and better things as we passthetorchto a
new set of students representing the GSO next year.
The elected representatives are Shannon Knapp,
Zhengiang (James) Lu, and Rochelle Remke.
We wish you the best and offer our support in any
way we can. Good luck!

23



Alumni News

2003 Distinguished Alumni Award

Roger L. Berger
M.S. 1975, Ph.D 1977, Statistics.

Roger Berger isa Professor of Statistics at North Carolina
State Univergity in Raleigh, North Carolina Hejoined North
Carolina State in 1983, following six yearsin the Department
of Satistics at Florida State University. He has published a
long list of refereed journa articles and presented more than
50 invited scientific talks. In 2002, he co-authored the book
Satistical Inference, Second Edition, with George Casella,
another Distinguished Alumnus Award recipient from the
Department of Statistics. He and Dr. Casdlla, dong with
Damaris Santana, aso produced the Solutions Manual on
CD-ROM for Casella and Berger’s Satistical Inference,
Second Edition. Dr. Berger isthe editor of Satistical
Stience and has served as associate editor of both the
Journal of the American Statistical Association and
Biometrics. Heisamember of the American Statistica

Association, the Ingtitute of Mathematica Statistics, and the
Eastern North American Region of the International Biometric Society. In 1991 he was e ected a Fellow of
the Ingtitute of Mathematical Statistics, and in 1999, he was €lected a Fdllow of the American Satistica

Association, and

Raymond J. Carrall (Ph.D., 1974) named 2002
Fisher Lecturer. Helectured on August 14, 2002,
at theJSM on, “Variability IsNot AlwaysA
Nuisance Parameter”, in honor of Professor Shanti
S. Gupta
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TheFisher Lectureaward wasestablished in 1963
by the Committee of Presidentsof Statistical
Societies (COPSS) to honor the contributionsof Sir
Ronald Aylmer Fisher and thework of present-day
dtatisticians. The Fisher Lectureship recognizes
lifetimeachievementsreflecting theimportance of
datigtical methodsfor scientificinvestigations
adequately. Thelist of past Fisher lecturersreflects
the prestigethat COPSS and its member societies
placeonthisaward. Thelectureisto bebroadly-
based and isto emphasi ze aspects of statisticsand
probability that are closely related to scientific
collection and interpretation of data, which areareas
inwhich Fisher made outstanding contributions. Itis



anticipated that thislecturewill be
published in one of the COPSS
society journals.

Professor Carrall isa
Distinguished Professor of
Statigtics, Nutrition and
Toxicology a TexasA&M
University. He has been editor of
two of the mgjor satistics
research journals: the Journal of
the American Satisticdl
Asociation (Theory and
Methods) and Biometrics. He has
been awarded most of the major
honorsin gatistics, including the
COPSS Presidents Award, the
Fisher Lecture, the Snedecor
Award and the Wilcoxon Prize.
Heisan dected Fellow of the
American Statistical Association
and the Indtitute of Mathematical
Statistics, aswell asan elected
member of the Internationa
Statigticd Indtitute. Professor
Carroll’s research interests focus
on developing generd datiticd
methods, with specia emphasis
on nutritional epidemiology, basic
biologica processesin nutrition
and colon carcinogenesisand in
Bioinformatics

Gary McDonald (Ph.D., 1969),
vigting Professor of Statistics,
moderated the find “ countdown”
round of the MATHCOUNTS
nationa competition, which was
held May 8-11, 2003 in Chicago.
Theannud MATHCOUNTS
Nationa Competitioniswhere
middle school math sudentsfrom

Alumni News (cont.)

acrossthe nation test their kills
while competing for netiond,
individud and team
championships.

PatriciaA. Nahas (M.S, 1967)
was appointed by Arden Bement,
the Director of the National
Ingtitute of Standards and
Technology (NIST), to the 2002
Board of Examinersfor the
Macolm Badridge Nationd
Qudity Award. TheAward,
crested by public law in 1987, is
the highest levd of national
recognition for performance
excellencethat aU.S.
organization can receive.

Michael Lu (Ph.D., 1994)
accepted aposition with Edwards
Lifesciencesat Irvine, Cdifornia
Edwards Lifesciencesisa
cardiovascular devices company.
Michael overseestheir Satistics
and data management

department.

Dongchu Sun (Ph.D., 1991)
was promoted to Professor of
Statigtics, University of Missouri-
Columbiaon September 1, 2002.
He received the 2002
Chancellor’'sAward for
Outstanding Research and
Cregtive Activity at the Universty
of Missouri-Columbia. Thisisa
bi-annua award in the area of the
physica, mathematica sciences
and engineering on the campus. It
gives specid recognition to
Professor Sun’s outstanding

contributionsin research and
creative activity, with great
promisefor achieving wider
recognition.

Ming Tan (Ph.D., 1990) is
currently Heed, Biogtat Division
at the University of Maryland
Greenebaum Cancer Center, and
isaProfessor at the University of
Maryland School of Medicine.
Ming was previoudy with S.
Jude Children’s Research
Hospitd.

Yaohua Zhang (M.S,, 2001)
accepted aposition in August
2002 with Micron Technology.
asaqudlity control Satistician.
The company islocated in Boise,
Idaho.

Please let us know your
accomplishments and
activities. We would like
to include you in our next
newsl etter!
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Gifts to the Department

Special Thanks To Our Friends

The Department of Statistics would like to give a heartfelt “ Thank You” to the following donors for
their generous contributions from April 24, 2002 through July 15, 2003. e apologize in advance if
we have omitted anyone or incorrectly spelled a name.

%
Department of Statistics Marcus C. and Elizabeth M. Shanti S. Gupta Fund
Alfred W. Arsenaullt J. Spruill 11 Minou Binaand Arnold Stein
Robert K. Beideman Jr. ThomasH. and Kathleen B. Mary Ellen Bock
Mary Ellen Bock Starks Kenneth B. Congtantine
Thurman J. Brown Jr. Carl E. amd DebraJ. Strauch Aridaman K. Jain
George C. Casdlla Robert J. and S. Lynn Tomkins ~ Peter and PenelopeA. Purdue
I-Chiau and Su-Yun Huang YinH. and Lillian H. Wang Jerone N. and WonaA.
LouisJ. and Lillian E. Cote WilliamWong Devermen
Anirban DasGupta Eric R. Ziegel Joseph Gastwirth
Burgess Davis Steven J. Weiner Klaus J. Miescke
Dipak K. Dey BruceA. and Jennifer Craig
Kenneth W. Fischer Thomas M. and Sarah Sdllke Matching Gifts
Richard E. James Karen M. Stechuchnak General Motors Corporation
Frederick M. Kenney RebeccaW. Doerge Abbott L aboratories
GeorgeP. and LindaJ. McCabe  NormanT. Bruvold
Elizabeth C. Menson Myra Samuels Biostatistics
David S. and Nancy K. Moore Matching Gifts Fund
Edmund J. and Marilyn W. Bristol-Myers Squibb Company  Joseph Gastwirth

Roman Eli Lilly and Company

ThomasJ. and Gail D. Santner

%

If you would liketo giveto any of these funds, or if you areinterested in planned gift, estate planning contact
David Lageveen at (765) 494-4344, or by email at: lageveen@purdue.edu. You may now give on-line at
http://www.stat. purdue.edu.
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Fall 2002 New Student Pizza Party and Mixer

The second activity, held August 16, 2002, wasa
receptionin honor of thenew students. Thisis
usually heldintheMathematicsLibrary where
they are“ officialy” welcomed by the department
faculty, studentsand staff.

Intheweek beforethe beginning of the Fall 2002
semester, the department held different activitiesfor
thenew graduate students. Thefirst wasapizza
party, held August 12, 2002, beforethe start of
classes. Thepurpose of thisparty isfor thenew
studentsto meet each other aswell asafew members
of thefaculty and saff. They weregiveninformation
about the department, classesand computers.

Thethird activity, held August 17, 2002, wasa
mixer. Professor Steve Samuelsand hiswife,
Joan, hosted the party againthisyear. This
provided amorerelaxed atmospherein whichto
get to know peoplefrom the department.
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The 2002 Statistics Department Picnic

The 2002 Statistics Department Picnic at Fort Ouiatenon, West L afayette, Indianawas held on Sunday,
August 25, 2002. The picnic gavefamiliesof new studentsachanceto get to know thefaculty and staff.
Bill Lucas, husband of Norma L ucas, agreed to seethat nobody went hungry. Withagrill full of pork
chops, chicken and hot dogs, our taste budswere very satisfied by hiscooking.

2002 Annual Holiday Party

The 2002 Statistics Department Holiday Party washeld on December 5, 2002, a The Trallsin Lafayette,
Indiana. During our cocktail hour, we were given a sheet of paper to seeif how well we knew each other.
Do you know who had a paper route within the last few years? Or who milked cowsfor four years? After
“getting to know” each other, some graduate students sang “ The Statistics Graduate Student Song” (to the
tuneof YMCA). Therest of the evening was spent singing Karaoke. It wasafun evening and it turned out
that we have some very talented entertainersin our department.




Department E-mail Addresses

Faculty E-mail

=
Mary Ellen Bock mbock @stat. purdue.edu Herman Rubin hrubin@stat.purdue.edu
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Scenes from Campus

The Nancy T. Hansen Theatre
Former Purdue President Arthur G. Hansen named the Nancy T. Hansen Theatrein honor of hiswife. Itis
Purdue' snew Visual and Performing ArtsBuilding. Thebuildingison the corner of Marsteller and Wood
dtreets. For moreinformation pleaselog onto http://mww.purdue.edw/UNS/html 3month/

020924.Hansen.vpagift.ntml.
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View from West Wood Street View from East Wood Street

Dick and Sandy Dauch Alumni Center

TheDick and Sandy Dauch Alumni Center and its Spurgeon Hall of Spririt, will feature Purdue sachieve-
mentsviainteractivekiosksand museum-quality exhibits. For moreinformationlog onto http://
www.purdue.edu/UNShtml 3month/021017.Dauch.render.html.

Artist rendering of the Dauch Alumni Center to be Construction in progress
completed in late 2003 or early 2004.

Located on the southwest corner of Grant and
Wood streets.
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Scenes from Campus (cont.)

Krannert School of Management Building, Jerry S. Rawls Hall

The Jerry S. Rawls Hdl is now complete and classes are being held in the building. For more information
on thisnew facility log onto http://news.uns.purdue.edw/UNS/html 3month/031002. Rawl s.dedi cation.html
and http://news.uns.purdue.edu/hp/Rawls.openhouse.html.

The walkway which connects the Krannert School
and Rawls Hall
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View from West State Street A view of the Atrium
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