
 
Statistics is the mathematical and computational study of 
data and chance. It is a methodological discipline; statisti-
cians often work closely with people in other fields to design 
production of data, analyze data, and draw conclusions from 
data.   Much of these data are considered massive data.
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 Statistics in the Community (StatCom) is a volunteer  commu-

nity outreach organization started at Purdue University’s Depart-
ment of Statistics in 2001.  

 
 Directed and staffed by graduate students, it provides professional 

statistical consulting services to governmental and nonprofit 
groups free of charge. 

 
 http://www.stat.purdue.edu/external_relations/statcom/ 
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 Many positions for statisticians require the M.S. in Applied Statis-

tics degree. This is a professional degree program (think of an 
MBA) that prepares for employment as a statistician, and is quite 
different from the research graduate program leading to the Doc-
torate.  

 The Applied M.S. is normally a two-year degree program. How-
ever, an undergraduate student on the West Lafayette campus of 
Purdue who elects the Statistics Major with Mathematics empha-
sis can earn the M.S. in one additional year of study.  

 This requires careful planning; students who are considering the 
Fifth-Year program should consult a faculty advisor about suit-
able electives in their undergraduate program. See the descrip-
tion and sample plan for Fifth Year Applied Statistics. Under-
graduates at Purdue contact: graduate@stat.purdue.edu early. 
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